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Editorial 
We place this special Conference number in the hands of readers in 
the hope and belief that it will offer features of distin interest which 
will increase the value and enjoyment of Brighton. There can be no 
doubt that the organizers of Library Association Conferences have 
endeavoured to surpass one another in recent years ; almost always, 
it may be said, with success. Brighton, like Blackpool if in a rather 
different way, is a mistress of the art of welcome, and it will be long 
before another town can surpass her in the art. She is at her best 
in September when the great, and to some appalling, crowds of her 
romenades have thinned out a little. This year, then, librarians 
ve an interesting time ahead; although, as we glance over the 
rogramme again, we fear that the outdoor and other pleasures we 
ve subtly suggested will occur only fitfully. There will be so much 
to do in the way of business. 

* 
We hope that at this Conference representatives of the A.A.L. 
and the other recently affiliated societies will be in strong force to 
proclaim their unity. The vote of the A.A.L., as we had hoped, was 
Strongly in favour of amalgamation with the L.A. It is, we presume, 
now an accomplished faé. This is the day of youth; no man dares, 
if he values life at all, even to appear to grow old. What a welcome 
thing, then, is this new union to all who care for vitality in library 
matters. Nor will it be the less welcome or effective because the 
leaders of the A.A.L. enquired, considered and _re-considered, 
before they led their association to its decision. We can feel that 
no hasty conclusion has been reached, but a carefully planned beginning 
of larger service in the National Library Association. : 
x * * 


Another hope we have is that some conclusions of a satisfatory 
character will be made public on the Net Books Question at the 
Conference. We know that negotiations have been pending, as a 
result of the determination of the Blackpool Conference, but we have 
refrained from more than the most perfunGtory comment, as criticisms, 
and even suggestions, from outside may confuse or cloud discussions 
when they are in progress. Let us hope that the long-standing 
“ armed truce ” on both sides may be broken by a genuine agreement 
which will lead to real friendship between two great sections of the 
book-workers of the country. 

* * * 

How far England is a training ground for librarians is a question 
worth some discussion. Our thought was direéted to this by the 
discovery of several American library assistants as Students in the 
University of London School of Librarianship. The reputation 
America possesses as a training area is a commonplace ; and we should 
really be interested to learn what these most welcome trans-Atlantic 
Students expe& to get here which is not available in America. So far 
as we can gather the background offered in the much older country in 
its historic cities and associations forms part in the appeal; but we 
are also told that the “ scholarship ” of British teaching is fuller and 
its methods generally more thorough. But, even if this is not so and 
our schools are in no way better than American, it is all to the good 
that this interchange of Students should occur. We trust, indeed, 
that it will increase largely. 
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We suppose that few librarians have been more feted on their 
departure from this country than Charles Rupert Sanderson. Luncheon 
we particularly at the National Liberal Club when Earl 

uchamp presided and Mr. John Burns and other famous men were 
present—and tea-gatherings—as that at University College presided 
over by Sir Gregory ate ge va from more private celebra- 
tions, have demonstrated how firmly he has won the respeé& and 
affection of those with and for whom he has worked. The notices 
in the press, too—not always discreet, but how can a man give com- 
plete commonsense to his friends on such an occasion >—must have 
cheered him and Mrs. Sanderson in their great adventure. With Sir 
Gregory Foster we are glad to think that although he goes overseas 
he remains still an inmate of the British Household. 

* « * * 

One of the tragic things in librarianship is the disappearance of 
the printed catalogue from British Libraries as a whole Bulletins 
flourish, varying in content and value, and useful no doubt to their 
different communities ; but the full-scale catalogue seems to be a 
thing of the past. Whenever one appears it is a matter for excitement 
almost. Such is the case, or will be, on the appearance of the great 
catalogue of the British Library of Political Science, which will be 
Mr. B. M. Headicar’s chef d’auvre. When we turn to municipal libraries 
all we find are Subje& Indexes such as those of Aberdeen and Coventry, 
which are quite useful in their way, of course ; but catalogues such as 
those of Crestadoro (in size, of course) and in later but not recent 


years of Bishopsgate Institute, are no longer economic possibilities. 
So all librarians say. It is a pity. 


* * 


The appointment of Mr. George H. Parry, the deputy librarian, 
as Chief Librarian of Liverpool was expected. It is to be regretted 
that, ‘‘as a matter of principle,” the City Council decided to advertise 
the post against the advice apparently of the Libraries Committee, 
and so put several well-known and busy librarians, as well as others, 
to the trouble and expense—and indeed unpleasantness—of being 
candidates. As for Mr. Parry himself, he has our warmest wishes 
for his success and happiness in what is one of the blue-ribbon posts 
of the municipal library profession. 


* * 


Now that the Summer days are with us we remember with a 
certain wistfulness the old days, some years before the war, when 
librarians were wont to take walks together. London librarians would 
find a half-day now and then when they would go out somewhere 
into Kent, Surrey or Buckinghamshire, and walk and talk. We believe 
these little informal things did much to stimulate library enthusiasm. 
We know that the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library 
Association has had an annual walk and that the Assistant Librarians 
meet in this way; but these are much more organized than were the 
old meetings of which we speak. How often do librarians visit one 
another nowadays ? We were led to this reflection by the remark of a 
suburban librarian that none of his colleagues in or about London 
had called on him for three years. 
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* 
Books in Public Elementary Schools 
Board of Education Consultative Committee Report 
By Epwarp Green, Chief Librarian, Halifax Public Libraries. 

Some little time ago one of our greater public men characterised the 
library as the coping stone of education, but we all know that it will 
be a long time, if it is ever, generally so regarded. As a matter of 
faét it is the failure to realise the fundamental import of books and 
libraries in every scheme of education which needs the full attention 
of educationists just now. By far too long have we been content to 
regard education entirely in its scholastic aspe&, have starved the 

rowing mind in respeét of reading, and turned out scholars imper- 
feetly uipped for the intelligent use of libraries where such exist. 
Not only so, but in some areas where fine scholastic provision is 
valued, no library provision whatever exists, whilst elsewhere adequate 
scholastic provision exists alongside a public library which is not fully 
fun@ioning and which has never doneso. To consider such a state 
of affairs from the commercial man’s standpoint alone, it does not pay 
to allow the effort and expense of the schools to be dissipated because 
of the lack of provision of, and training in, the use of libraries. After 
fifty years of popular education this is now being dimly realised, and 
the recent Report on “ Books in Elementary Schools” is designed 
to focus attention upon the matter. The Report has been hailed with 
satisfaction in some quarters, but close examination of it reveals some 
inadequacy. In the first place the terms of reference have been exceeded 
by the attempt to cover the whole field of library provision for young 
people, and altogether it is nothing like so complete and satisfactory 
a document as The Public Libraries Committee Report, published a 
a little earlier. When the committee concerned with the Report under 
notice decided to extend its survey to library provision outside school 
it would have been wise to draw more fully upon the expert knowledge 
available. Yet though almost every scholastic, publishing and book- 
vending interest is fully represented among the list of witnesses and 
information drawn upon, the library side is inadequately represented 
and reveals many startling omissions. The most satisfying part of 
the Report is the introduétion and the chapter dealing with early book 
provision in the schools; these chapters are quite interestingly pre- 
sented. It is when one comes to the conditions of book 
provision—or lack of book provision in the schools—that one 
experiences surprise and regret, as also is the case with out of school 
library facilities and the apparent attitude of the educationist towards 
the matter. The whole purport of the Report is, of course, to direc 
attention to the book poverty of young readers, and there are definite 
recommendations for adequate libraries, not only in schools of every 
type but also in co-operation with the public hour system where 
such exists. But the value of such provision appears to be regarded 
as something best applied quite definitely as part and parcel of school 
schemes. te appears to be little or no indication of the provision 
of a real school library, but rather a collection of books under the 


* Read at the Joint Conference of Branch and District Library Associa- 
tions, Leicester, April 29th, 1929. 
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and at the disposal of the class teacher, selected to aid set studies. 
U as this provision undoubtedly would be, yet a wider conception 
is of a room set apart in the school and known definitely as the library, 
arranged as and with the atmosphere of a library, and containing little 
or nothing of scholastic impedimenta. Such a room, which lars 
might be encouraged to use freely, pursuing individual interests and 
research, as well as borrowing from for home reading, would not only 
widen mental horizons but also be a valuable training for effective 
use of public and other libraries later. 
From a pretty close study of the Consultative Committee’s Report 
a general lack of balance or proportion is evident. Well known centres, 
pioneering in certain direétions, are dismissed with a casual reference, 
whilst others are unsatisfactorily dealt with. On page 138, for example, 
we are told that in Manchester “ many schools in the area possess school 
and class libraries, but the Authority has not adopted any definite 
policy, or practice, in this matter.” On the same page we have the 
tantalisingly insufficient Statement that “the children’s seétions in 
the local Public Libraries are largely used and much appreciated.” 
Those who have examined the young people’s rooms of Manchester 
city libraries—the envy and admiration of all library workers—can 
but wonder that such a casual reference is deemed sufficient, and an 
ual wonder exists that the schools of that city are apparently behind 
an towns in not having a definite scheme of libraries in schools. 


A Note on Chinese Libraries and the 
Chinese Library Association 


Ir would be almost impossible for Chinese librarians to think of the 
modern library movement in China without associating with it the 
Boone Library and the part it has taken in it. Some twelve years ago, 
when the modern library in this country was still quite lacking, a 
carefully-worked-out le€ture on “‘ The Need for Public Libraries,” 
illustrated with apparatus and library exhibits, was given in many of 
the larger cities, under the auspices of the National Committee of the 
Y.M.C.A. and the Boone Library, by one of the latter’s staff members. 
Interest was aroused and the importance of modern libraries was 
realized. Not only was the need for modern libraries then felt, but 
also for the training of men fitted for library work. Boone Library, 
through the unfailing effort of its founder, Miss M. E. Wood, and 
with the Christian men and women to back up the plan, answered the 
call, and in 1920 the course in library training was offered in the 
University. The annual grant of ten thousand dollars made in 1926 
by the China Foundation has given Boone Library the privilege of 
rendering national service to the country. There are many libraries 
with finer buildings, larger collections, far better equipped, and with 
more members on their staff than ours, nevertheless this privilege for 
service has been offered to us. It is well-known to the people interested 
in the development of libraries in this land, that the trip of Dr. E. A. 
Bostwick, American Delegate sent out by the American Library 
Association to make investigations on the subjeé of libraries in China, 
was financed by the friends of the Boone Library; and his mission 
to this country has brought about wonderful results and hastened 
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the formation of the Chinese Library Association. It must be a 
source of pride and satisfaction to the donors and friends of the Boone 
Library who have, by means of contributions and prayers, helped to 
forward the modern library movement in this country, to know that 
the small Boone Library has had a leading part in this movement. 

The First Conference of the Chinese Library Association, which, 
on account of the disturbed conditions in the country, could not be 
held before, took place in the new capital of Nanking, beginning 
January 28th and lasting to February 1st. It was attended -by 172 
delegates, representing 16 Provinces. One of the meetings was 
ap over by Chancellor Tsai Yuan-Pei. Mr. Hu Han-min and 

r. Tau Chi-tao, prominent leaders of the Kuomintang and influential 
members of the tral Executive Committee, gave a cordial recep- 
tion to the delegates in their headquarters and stated in most earnest 
terms that China’s civilization has been held back through the lack of 
modern libraries and library facilities such as to help scholars to do 
research work, and that the Kuomingtang will henceforth give its 
careful attention and adequate support to support libraries. Dr. 
Chiang Mon-ling, Minister of Education, invited the delegates to a 
sumptuous banquet in their honour which other influential Kuoming- 
tang members, like the Veteran Wu Chih-Wei and Li Shih-tseng, 
attended. This entertainment gave the delegates an opportunity of 
hearing them. The Central Executive Committee of the Kuomingtang 
—the highest in authority—has, through the influence of Mr. Hu 
Han-min and Mr. Tai Chi-tao, made a generous contribution of two 
thousand dollars to the Chinese Library Association to defray the 
expense of the First Annual Conference, and an additional grant of 
twelve hundred dollars towards the organization. Dr. Chiang, as 
Minister of Education and also as Direétor of the Chekiang University 
Distri&, invited the C.L.A. to hold its next conference in Hangchow 
in 1930, when the Chekiang Provincial Library building and the 
Museum will be completed. This is another evidence that the leaders 
of the Nationalist Government have taken real interest in the library 
movement. 

At this Conference great emphasis was laid on the need of library 
training. It was suiheel that no progress could be achieved without 
adequate training of its workers. In order to make this vision 
materialize the Conference passed a resolution that the China Founda- 
tion be requested to make an increase in the grant already made to 
the authorised library school, that is, the Boone Library School. 
It was further requested that the National Universities, through the 
Ministry of Education, offer short-term courses in library training 
whenever possible. 

A unified system of classification for Chinese books and the 
need for a workable code of cataloguing were carefully considered. 
How a list of Subje& Headings similar to those of the A.L.A. can 
best be compiled was under discussion. Other matters in relation 
to international bibliography and co-operative cataloguing received 
careful consideration. The faé& that there have been, up to the time 
of the Conference, 42 new methods for filing and indexing, is a clear 
indication that great advance on this important subje@& has been made 
during the past few years. It was the consensus of opinion that no 
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decision as to the adoption of the 42 systems can be reached now 
because they are all in an experimental stage, and time alone can decide ; 
so the Conference discussed only the standards and after lengthy 
debate set up certain Standards for a good system of filing and indexing. 
However, it was suggested that the C.L.A. be requested to collec 
all the new systems and reprint them and have them distributed among 
the various libraries, so that each one of them could be given a fair 
trial and the best one be selected and adopted. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, 
My admiration for the Library Association Record is known to you, 
but occasionally a little special pleading emerges in that sea-blue 
journal which shows that the Editor is not quite level with municipal 
ibrary ideas. Thus in the last issue the genial Mr. S. Talbot Smith, 
of Adelaide, is reported on his visit to this country, where some of us 
met him and liked him at the time of the Edinburgh Conference. 
“ One point,” says the Record, “ will strike many: he congratulates 
the Library of South Australia in not being subject to a municipality, 
a drawback to British Public Libraries, which he notes somewhat 
optimistically, ‘is being faced and overcome.’” It does strike me, 
quite forcibly ; for, a moment later, I read of 
THE WONDERFUL RESULTS 
of “ government ” as against municipal control—‘‘ The Government 
has declined to grant funds for the much-needed extension.” This. 
led me to examine the benefits of non-municipal control as exemplified 
in South Australia. First, I found that there are no public libraries 
at all except the Public Library of South Australia itself; there are 
local institutes, some of which suffer a library within them as a not 
too-valued part of a social institution. I turned to the Public Library 
of South Australia Reports themselves to help me. In the 1926-27 
Report (page 10) I read of “ the continuance of financial difficulties 
that hamper its development. Once again it has to be recorded that 
no money has been available from Government grant for the purchase 
of books beyond the payment of a part of the amount of subscriptions 
to periodicals.” Has any British municipal librarian of late years 
ever had to record parsimony as contemptible as that? Again, to 
show you that 
Tue INSTANCE 1s NOT ISOLATED, 

in the 1927-28 Report, which brought forth the L.A. Editor’s magisterial 
comment and contains President Talbot Smith’s typical Colonial 
self-gratulation, I read (page 12): ‘‘ For some years the growing needs 
of the Library have not been accompanied by commensurate increase 
in financial support. The Library is still almost entirely dependent on 
the income from the Morgan Thomas Bequest for a supply of new 
books. The greatly increased service . . . has not been met by any 
addition to the staff, the members of which remain inadequately paid.” 
The Library serves the whole of South Australia and an immediate 
population in Adelaide of about 330,000. The Morgan Bequest 
produces £1,564, and in addition the Library appears to have received 
£6,352 for everything else. Thus Government control, generosity 
and adequacy produced £7,816. 
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In ENGLAND, 
under unenlightened municipal control, Bristol, with 377,000 people, 
ds £23,000; West Ham (300,000), £13,600; Hull (287,013), 
y 2 et Bradford (285,979), £25,765 ; Croydon (200,262), £12,998 ; 
Bournemouth 91,770), £9,326; and even Aberdeen, which has a 
world-wide —— for , Spends, with a population less 
than half of that of Adelaide, £8,210 on its library. Turn to the 
national libraries. Do £17,000 for the National Library of Wales, 
£2,600 for the National Library of Ireland, and the practically nothing 
for the National Library of Scotland, inspire confidence in government 
management ? 
No 
I have not entered into this subje& with a view to the challenging 
of Mr. S. Talbot Smith. He can have had only a perfunctory view 
of British libraries at the best ; and if he prefers the starved conditions 
of the Adelaide Library “ under the control of a Board whose members 
are appointed because they are supposed to know something of their 
job,” to the reasonable support “ alderman and councillors elected 
for political or, at best, purely practically considerations ” are able 
let us acquiesce with respeCtful wonder. By their fruits we 
judge in both cases. Nor do we wish to break a lance with Mr. 
Esdaile, who would not be human if he did not sometimes express 
himself; in faé, he does so too rarely. But we do challenge the 
principle at stake in the minds of both gentlemen. The public library 
Is EssENTIALLY LOCAL, 
and central control, if it ever comes, will only be in the nature of a 
co-ordinating force. Local control, being itself immediately controlled 
by the public, is susceptible of revision in a way which remote govern- 
ment control is not. Moreover, local control is a success in this country ; 
and since there has been no rate limitation the progress of libraries 
under it has been enormous. Let us remember that a Public Libraries 
Committee sat for two years on this question ; that it consisted largely 
of educationists who wanted to eject the local aldermen and councillors, 
and who wanted education committees with their inspectors to control 
libraries ; and remember that the very force of the faés drawn out 
yh the enquiry made them report against a policy in which many of 
believed. 
Mr. EspaILe 
agrees with those who desired this central control, at any rate for 
London, and I am not sure that he is wrong; but I certainly am not 
sure that he is right! Meanwhile we librarians who know the draw- 
backs of being controlled by town councils can vividly visualize the 
infinitely greater ones that would face us under government control. 
At any rate we have now the outstanding example of the Public 
Library of South Australia to confirm us. At least I think so. My facts 
are drawn entirely from the printed reports of South Australia. There 
may be brighter sides of the piéture which are not revealed to me. 
I hope for the sake of Mr. Talbot Smith, who seemed to be the dearest 
of good fellows, that this is so! Prosit. 
KALLIKRATES. 


[We do not bold ourselves responsible ‘or the opinions of the writers of 
*‘Lerrers on Our Arratirs.”—Editor, THe Lisrary 
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Library Publicity 
Mr. Watrer A. Briscoe (Hon. Sec., Library Association Publicity 
Committee) writes us as follows :— 

I am sure that Librarians throughout the country will be glad 
to be reminded of what a prominent member of the present Govern- 
ment has said in regard to the importance of the Public Library 
Movement :— 

The Rt. Hon. J. R. Clynes, M.P., said : 

“ The man who reads books is a better man than the man 
who does not bother his head about books at all. We want to 

see an educated working class. It is dangerous to have a 

democracy which is not educated. We must all wish for an elec- 

torate as fully educated as possible. I attach the greatest impor- 
tance to the success of the Library Movement.” 

Librarians will also be glad to use the following slogan, the 
words of Sir Michael Sadler, speaking at Oxford :— 

“Public Libraries are an essential part of national 
education.” 

The repetition of these statements is excellent publicity, nationally 
and locally. 


A Great Library Fire 


Tuis year is the fiftieth anniversary of the disastrous Birmingham Free 
Library fire. 

It occurred in January, 1879, and seems to have been overlooked, 
for when mention was made of it at the annual meeting of the Shake- 
speare Memorial Library listeners appeared surprised. 

Many valuable manuscripts and books were destroyed, and 
although it may seem strange to say it, the disaster appeared to prove 
advantageous. 

It was a period when quite a goodly number of public . ee 
educated men were all living together in Birmingham, and their 
efforts combined with the sympathy of the people led to over £15,000 
being raised. 

Valuable gifts from library folk in England and abroad supple- 
mented this. 

To-day, as a Lending, Reference and Shakespeare Memorial 
Library it ranks high, and the Shakespearian seétion is probably the 
most representative in the world. 

From the fund mentioned there remains now an unspent balance 
of £7,000, which yields £260 annual interest. 

The Public Libraries Committee are thus able to buy works from 
time to time without finding it necessary to purchase through the 
fates. 


Boy Scouts and Reading 


Tue recently published Rules and Regulations of the Boy Scouts 
Association give the conditions under which a scout can obtain the 
newly instituted Reader’s Badge. These conditions are rather wide, 
giving absolute freedom of choice to the boy. He has to submit a list, 
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giving author and title, of eighteen books which he has read during 
the year. A viva voce examination is given on these books to assure 
that they have been read with understanding. He is also to be able 
to show a knowledge of how books should. be cared for, etc. This 
offers opportunity to Librarians to co-operate by acting as examiners. 

The chief aim, however, of the examiner is not to find out what 
the Scout has read about, but to encourage the habit of reading, and to 
— it along the right lines. This aspect is most important, and 

rians generally will be interested in how the Badge came into being. 

At a conference on the work of the movement an Assistant 
Commissioner for a country distri@ stated that he had the utmost 
difficulty in getting boys to read at all, and this statement got support 
from others present. To counteract this it was decided to adopt this 
method of a reading, and its result is being closely watched 
by the Association. offscial of the Headquarters in London 
disagrees entirely that = modern boy does not read. Speaking with 
an intimate knowledge of the London boy in particular, he says that 
the majority read with benefit. F.B. 


Wanted—A New Library 


SPEAKING at a meeting of the North Midland Library Association, 
the City Librarian of Nottingham referred to Nottingham’s need for a 
new Central Public Library, and wondered if the following (“‘ broad- 
cast from all stations ””) would be effective :— 

“ WANTED.—A big-hearted and public-spirited citizen to 
provide, or help to provide, an adequate Central Public Library worthy 
of the city of Nottingham—-so that it may be more helpful to after- 
school students, better fitted to assist the workers, the children, and to 
serve in the widest sense in the scheme of adult education. The donor 
will be rendering a service to present and future generations—and his 
name shall be blessed. Contributions will be gratefully received. No 
reasonable offer refused. London and provincial papers please copy.” 


Library Association Conference 


BRIGHTON, SEPTEMBER gth to 14th, 1929. 
List or Horets. 


HOTEL SITUATION TERMS PER WEEK TERMS PER 
FROM DAY FROM 
Hotel Metropole Facing Seay. 7Guineas .. 22/6 
Grand Hotel (Headquarters) Sea Front -» 6Guineas .. 18/- 
Royal York Hotel Nearest to Royal 
Pavilion 6Guineas .. 18/- 
Old Ship Hotel .. .. Facing Sea 6Guineas .. 18/- 
The King’s Hotel .. Sea Front (adjacent 
Hove Lawns) 6Guineas .. 18/- 
Queen’s Hotel .. .. Sea Front (nearest point) s$Guineas .. 16/6 
Harrison’s Hotel Sea Front .. g Guineas .. 17/6 
Belvidere Mansion Hotel . Centre of Sea Front -- 4$Guineas .. 15/- 
Marine Hotel Sea Front es 4$Guineas 15/- 
Haslemere Hotel . Central 3$Guineas .. 12/6 
Lennep Hotel... ee Facing Sea 3 Guineas .. 10/6 


Sea Front Hotel . King’s Cliff 3 Guineas .. 10/6 
Cavendish Mansions Hotel Two doors Sea Front .. 3 Guineas .. 12/6 

All the above Hotels are in close proximity to the Royal Pavilion and Dome, 
where the Conference will be held. 
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BOOK PUBLICATIONS 


THE PUBLISHER AND BOOKSELLER 

is the official organ of the Book Trade in the United Kingdom and published 
with the authority of The Publishers’ Association and The Associated Book- 
sellers. It is now under the direct Editorial control of the Joint Associations mentioned. 
It publishes each week many valuable features not available from any other 
source. Weekly, 4d.; Per annum 12s. 6d., post free. 


CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST 
is recognized as indispensable to all booksellers and librarians. Each issue 
eS details of all publications issued in the United Kingdom, under classified 
, and with an alphabetical index to authors and titles, publishers and 
prices. Published quarterly in cumulative form, each number cancels by inclusion 
the previous issues of the year. Three, six, nine, and twelve months’ volumes 
at Subscription rate of 25s. post free. 
if-yearly volume for 1929 now ready, 65 

THE REFERENCE CATALOGUE, 1928 

ives the com ain of practically all publishers of note in the United 

i ol. contains some 350,000 references to authors and 
titles. Mo agen referred to as “ The Bookseller’s Bible.” Weighs over 
28-lbs., three vait. demy 8vo. 65s. net the set. (Only a few copies remain.) 


Full particulars of any of the above from any bookseller or 
J. WHITAKER & SONS, Ltd., 12 Warwick 
Lane, London, E.C.4 


A DEF INITION 


From “A Course in Bookbindin ng Vocational Training,” the 
E.B.A. Bookbinding Manual :— 


“ OVERSEWING—A new method of machine sewing . instead of sewing through the 
back fold of the sections the needles the section a 
lock stitch with each separate section and independent lock stitches along’ 

a superior mathod fo the ordinary type of sewvne, and very advantageous for single leaves ond 


The italics here used tell a story in themselves. For durability, for tenacity to withstand 
hard usage, and for equal ability to handle usual and exceptional qualities of papers, the superiority 
of OVERSEWING is obvious. 


Over-thick volumes, books with numerous single plate illustrations, thin paper editions, as 
well as a large percentage of regular editions requiring adequate wearing qualities are best handled 
by this process. 


It is not without a sound basis in fact that the foregoing definition appears in this 
commendable Manual. 


The OVERSEWING process merits your best consideration. 
=> 


OVersewin Machine Co. 


368 St., Boston, Mass. 
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Library Topics 

[The Editor of Tre Lrprary Worn would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional interest relating to their Libraries for 
inclusion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial O, 
not later than the fir ft day of each month.| 


Burnley 
Interchange of public library facilities has now been arranged 
between Burnley, Blackburn and Accrington. 


Burton-on-Trent 
An exhibition of water-colour paintings by Mrs, Sophia D’Ouseley 
Meredith was opened by the Mayor on June roth. 


Darwen (Lancashire) 

The Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees have recently granted 
the sum of £800—spread over three years—for book-purchase. The 
Trustees were very favourably impressed with the thorough scheme 
of improvement and re-organisation which the Darwen Library 
Committee has decided upon. Greatly extended facilities for juveniles 
are being provided. A scheme of relighting various departments has 
been completed. The system of charging has been changed, re- 
classification and re-cataloguing commenced, and a vigorous weeding 
of obsolete stock undertaken. The Borough is co-operating with the 
County in supplying the needs of a part of the outlying district where 
joint action is desirable. 


Dublin 

The “ Library Bulletin” of the Dublin Public Libraries.— 
The first number of the “ Library Bulletin ” is produced with the 
authority of the city commissioners. As the issue was rushed so as to 
appear in time for the Catholic Emancipation celebrations in Dublin. 
the annotations that were to be added were omitted to make room 
for the list of books, etc., on Catholic Emancipation. In future num- 
bers it is hoped that greater care can be given to classification arrange- 
ments and in other ways to improve the contents. 


Eccles 

Commenting on the resolution that the Librarian should be 
allowed to attend the Library Association Conference, one of the 
Councillors suggested that the Committee should reconsider the 
matter. The Conference, he said, would be an expensive one, and 
the money could, in his opinion, be better utilized in providing books 
than on a picnic of that kind. Evidently Eccles do not wish their 
library to keep abreast of the times. Ignorance of the real purpose of 
these conferences is clearly shown in such statements. 


Edinburgh 

burgh Public Libraries and the Edinburgh Education Authority—a 
scheme instituted a few years ago—the School Branch Library 
has been opened in Edinburgh. This Branch comprises two rooms 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 


EXHIBITION, 


BLACKPOOL 


LIBRARIAN 

BOOK BUYERS! 

BOOK COLLECTORS! 

BARGAIN HUNTERS! 
Do not fail to visit— 


BOOTS BOOK-LOVERS’ LIBRARY 


BARGAIN STALL 


RECENT WITHDRAWALS 


BEST CONDITION 


LOWEST PRICES 


Give your 


Name and Address to the Attendant 


and secure Copies of all Issues of our Catalogues 


Mr. J. P. Flood 


Manager of Foyle’s Libraries Dept. 


EXPLAINING THE 
ADVANTAGES OF 


Foyle’s 
Library Service 


and how it adapts itself to the 
of any 
ty. 
will prove 


out for Foyle’s Stand 


in the Publishers’ Exhibition. 


The WOOLSTON | 


BOOK CO. LTD. 


Will have their usual 
SHOWROOM for the 
Lrprary ASSOCIATION 


CONFERENCE 
at the 


OLD SHIP HOTEL 
BRIGHTON | 


—for the whole of— 

the Conference week, 

when a visit will be 
esteemed. 


| The Woolston Book Go. Ltd. 


Library Booksellers 
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which are set apart for branch library purposes in the Bellevue Techni- 
cal and Commercial School. An illuminated sign in one of the main 
corridors of the school marks the position of the library. One room 
is devoted to books which are suitable for those attending the evening 
continuation classes, the other contains books for children and for 
teachers. The Branch Library, therefore, is not only intended for 
= attending the school, but is equipped to give service to every- 

y in connection with the school, teachers, officials, caretakers, day 
school children, and evening class technical students. 


Lancaster Art Gallery 


Summer EXHIBITION, 1929. 

This Exhibition, the sixth held in this Gallery since the inception 
of the Art Exhibitions Scheme in 1925, comprises loans from Public 
Art Galleries and Private Colle&tors. The loans include thirty paintings 
and drawings by eminent modern painters from the Rutherston Loan 
Colle&tion, presented to the City of Manchester in 1925 by the late 
Mr. Charles Lambert Rutherston, of Bradford; eight large works 
from the City of Salford Art Galleries ; and two paintings from the 
Lady Lever Art Gallery, Port Sunlight, of special interest to Lan- 
caStrians, viz., ‘‘ Lancaster from the Aquedué,” by J. M. W. Turner, 
R.A., and “ Crossing Lancaster Sands,” by David Cox. Among the 
works loaned by private colleétors are several by artists who have 
close associations with Lancaster. Artists represented in the Exhibi- 
tion include Richard Ansdell, R.A., S. J. Lamorna Birch, A.R.A., 
Muirhead Bone, H. W. B. Davis, R.A., Birket Foster, C. M. Gere, 
Augustus E. John, R.A., Joseph Knight, John Linnell, David Muir- 
head, A.R.A., Wm. Rothenstein, W. R. Sickert, A.R.A., P. Wilson 
Steer, A. L. Swynnerton, A.R.A., Henry Tonks, and Sir E. A. 
Waterlow, R.A. 

The Private View and Official Opening of the Exhibition took 
place on Tuesday, June 4th, when Alderman E. C. Parr, J.P. (Chairman 
of the Committee), presided. Mr. Lawrence Haward, M.A., Curator 
of the Manchester Corporation Art Galleries, was the opener and 
delivered an exceedingly interesting address. Other speakers included 
Mr. H. L. Storey, D.L., J.P. (son of the donor of the Gallery), Sir 
Norval W. Helme, C.A., and the Vicar of Lancaster (Rev. B. Pollard, 
M.Sc., B.D.). All the speakers referred to the inspiration to, and 
good effe& on, the community of these exhibitions. 

The Borough Librarian and Curator (Mr. C. M. Bland, F.R.C.S.) 
has been entirely responsible for the promotion and organisation of 
these Exhibitions. 

Leeds 

The Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin commenced a 
new series with the May issue, which contains a List of Books available 
on Salesmanship. The June issue follows this with a list of Books on 
Advertising and Display. These Bulletins are now tastefully arranged 
in bright covers embellished with the City Arms. The children are 
not forgotten by Leeds who have now commenced a Children’s 
Quarterly styled the Chimney Corner. 10,000 copies of this publica- 
tion are to be issued this quarter. 
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Luton 

Luton’s first Branch Library, which has become necessary owing 
to the extension of the Borough, was opened on Wednesday, June 12th. 

The building, which is but part ofa larger scheme to be developed 
later, consists of one large room arranged as a Lending Library and 
Reading Room. 

There is also a small collection of Reference Books. 


Preston 
Occasional List No. 6 consists of Recent Additions to the 
Reference and Lending Library up to May, 1929. 


Sheffield 

Books and Readers, No. 3, is well up to the standard we had 
learned to expe& from Sheffield. Apart from the Public Library 
notes and list of additions a splendid supplement of Holiday Guides 
to resorts in England and Wales is contained therein. 


Swinton and Pendleb 

“A Book in the Making,” by Miss Muriel Hine, is contained in 
the Public Library Bulletin. The Children’s Corner consists of an 
article, ‘‘ Keep on Reading,” by Desmond Coke. 


Walthamstow 

A wonderful report on Five Years’ Work with Intermediate 
Readers has just been issued by the Chief Librarian, Mr. Geo. E. 
Roebuck. The report shows remarkable progress during the years 
1924-1929, and refle&ts great credit on authorities concerned. 
It is a great pity that we do not hear more of Mr. Roebuck and his 
work nowadays. 


Personal News 


Mr. R. W. Lynn, Deputy Librarian of Wallasey, has been appointed 
Borough Librarian and Curator, Bootle. The other selected candidates 
were Messrs. F. Barlow, Croydon; Hynes, Willesden; Howarth, 
Wigan; Keen, Stafford ; and Robinson, Wigan. 

Mr. J. F. Seignior, A.L.A., formerly of the University of London 
School of Librarianship, and Senior Assistant in the Central Reference 
Library, Croydon, has been appointed Librarian-in-Charge of the 
Ashburton Library, Croydon. 

Mr. George Frederick Staley, Superintendent of Branches, 
Manchester Public Libraries, died on May toth in his 51st year. He 
was appointed an assistant in the Reference Library in 1892, afterwards 
becoming librarian of the Ancoats and later of the Rusholme branch 
libraries, and since 1916 had been Superintendent of Branches. Mr. 
Staley has left a record of good work faithfully and efficiently per- 
formed, and his colleagues regret the loss of one who had their con- 
fidence and sincere regard. 


Mr. Walter George Fry, F.L.A., has been appointed Superinten- 
dent of Branches, Manchester Public Libraries, in succession to the 
late Mr. G. F. Staley. 
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Miss Stella Jacka, B.A., Senior Assistant of the Preston Public Library, 
has been appointed by the Ipswich Public Library Committee to the 
— ief Assistant. She was trained at the Sunderland Public 

raries. 


Mr. S. T. Y. Seng, Librarian of the Boone Library, Nanking, 
has been chosen as the delegate from China to attend the great Inter- 
national Library Conference in Rome this summer. 

Miss E. J. Carnell has been appointed Assistant Librarian, 
Gloucester County Library. Salary—{'160, rising after two years by 
annual increments of {10 to £200 per annum. 

Mr. J. Sherwood, formerly Assistant, Huddersfield Public 
Library, to be Senior Assistant, Mansfield Public Library. Salary, 
£156—{208. Mr. Sherwood possesses three certificates of the 
Library Association. 


Reports 

CuetseA Public Library.—42nd Annual Report for the year ending 
March 30th, 1929. Population, 63,700. Acting Borough Librarian, 
Armitage Denton. Rate, 1.22d. Income, £5,369. St : Lending, 
43,423; Reference, 37,802; Children’s Room, 1,437. Issues: 
Lending, 207,405 ; Reference, 67,116; Children’s Room, 14,086. 
Borrowers, 7,121. 

After serving the Lib: Authorities for over forty years, Mr. J. Henry Quinn 
retired from his in last. The have p on record 
their high appreciation of the invaluable service Mr. Quinn has rendered them as 
Borough Librarian since the adoption of the Library A&s in 1887. During the 
past year the Library has maintained its effective service although no huge increases 
of issues are reported. A revised edition of the Classified Catalogue of Books for 

hildren was issued. Great demands were made upon the Illustrations colle&ion, 
which now numbers close on 60,000 items. Many notable additions were made 
to the local colleétion. 

Daruncton Public Library and Museum.—Annual Report for the 
year ending March 31$t, 1929. Population, 66,000. Librarian and: 
Curator, Frank Dallimore, F.L.A. Stock: Lending, 34,9735 ; 
Reference, 13,742. Additions, 4,562. Withdrawals, 2,106. Issues : 
Lending, 296,605 ; Junior, 61,104; Reference, 66,013; School 
Libraries, 45,333. Borrowers, 10,729. 

This Report, the 44th of the Library and 7th of the Museum, reveals not only 
an all-round increased circulation, but also important developments in other direc- 
tions. The reorganisation of the Reference department has resulted in an increased 
use of this room especially by serious Students. The work among the children, both 
at the Library and in the schools, has been greatly developed with pleasing results. 
A definite step forward has been made with the proposed extension and it is hoped 
that building operations will be commenced within the next few weeks. 
Ipswicn Public Libraries: A Year’s Work, 1928-1929.—5th Annual 

Report. Population, 83,120. Chief Librarian, Lionel R. McColvin, 
F.L.A. Income from rate, £4,073. Stock: Lending, 34,534; 
Reference, 17,338; Branches, 13,130; Children’s Library, 5,003. 
Additions, 3,795. Withdrawals, 1,332. Issues: Lending, 274,685 ; 
Reference, 88,206 ; Children’s Library, 60,038 ; Branches, 97,544. 
Borrowers, 12,061. 

The record of over half-a-million issues established in the 1927-8 was 

broken during the year under review. In the first year of the Library’s existence 
,000 books were issued ; last year the figures were 520,000. The extended Stoke 
ibrary was uring the year and has been a t success. Ipswich, together 
with four of the other large libraries of Norfolk and Suffolk, have adopted a scheme 
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KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES Public Libeary, Museum and Art ty.— 
Report for 1928-1929. Population, 39,330. Librarian and Curator, 
Harry Cross, F.L.A. Rate, 2.2d. Income, £2,604. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 19,709; Reference, 4,527. Additions, 1,755. Withdrawals, 
859. Issues: Lending, 107,713; Reference, 27,875 ; Children’s 
Library, 23,033. Borrowers, 5,260. 

The past year has secn the re-arrangement and re-organisation of the Reference 
and Junior Libraries. Both departments have tly benefitted by the change over, 
the children now being able to enjoy a bright and attractive room. Greater use 
has been made than ever before of the Reference department. Several additions of 
local interesst were made to the Museum. ; 
WatrnHamstow Public Libraries—34th Annual Report. Population, 

130,000. Chief Librarian, Geo. E. Roebuck, F.L.A. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 39,680; Reference, 5,260; Intermediate Section, 6,033 ; 
Teachers’ Library, 1,381 ; School Libraries, 15,019. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 314,266; Reference, 11,628 ; Branches, 79,270 ; Intermediate 
Seétion, 62,422; Teachers’ Library, 7,007; School Libraries, 
93,897. Borrowers, 13,504. 

Outstanding features of a successful year were the increased number of adult 
readers, the greater use made of the reference colleétions and the Teachers’ Library, 
and the continued provision of books for Blind readers. The Ministry of Health 
has promised to reconsider the application for the establishment of a branch pnw 
at Higham Hill during the present year. Improved library facilities for this distri 
are urgently aseded. The third annual Cosages of Additions to stock was 

blished recently. 

ATERLOO-WITH-SEAFORTH Public Libraries and Museum.—31st 
Annual Report. Population, 29,626. Librarian, Kate Fearnside. 
Rate, 2.2d. Income, £1,737. Stock: Lending, 14,957 ; Reference, 
1,719. Additions,1,437. Withdrawals,940. Issues: Lending,107,910; 
Reference, 3,326 ; Children’s Library, 30,887. Borrowers, 5,009. 

In February last the Carnegie Library attained its 21St birthday. Since the 
opening of the new building over 1} million books have been issued, whilst in 
the last seven years the figures have been more than doubled. The year just closed 
was the busiest on record. Classes from the elementary schools continue to visit 
the Library during school hours for exchanging books and lesson purposes. 
CenTRAL LipraRy FOR SrupDENTS.—13th Annual Report of the 

Executive Committee, 1928-1929. Librarian, Luxmoore Newcombe. 

The Library has accomplished much work and has Steadily progressed 
during the past year in spite of having to face serious financial difficulty. But for 
the timely assistance readily given by governing bodies and staffs of other libraries, 
a very different State of affairs would have to be recorded. The demands made 
upon the Library for new books quickly swallowed the amount set aside for pur- 

ing these, and it was only by grants from various Trusts that all applications 
could be met. At the end of the year, however, a small credit balance was returned. 
The stock of books in the Library is now 45,177. Of this number 7,616 were added 
during the year, 4,080 being purchased at a cost of £2,785. The remainder were 
presented, chiefly by other libraries, and form the — number of donations yet 
received in a single year. The average cost of books purchased for the general 
Stock was 14s. 9d. per vol. Last year’s issues amounted to 57,874, which is 5,163 
more than the previous year. Outlier Libraries who have placed their stocks at the 
disposal of the Central Library now number 74 as against 49 a year ago. Of these, 
33 contribute copies of their accession cards to the Union Catalogue. ing last 

2,142 volumes were borrowed from 57 Outlier Libraries by the Central Library. 

generous assistance given by the Outlier Libraries can be judged by the fac& 
that only in 219 out of 2,355 cases were applications from the Central Library unable 
to be met. Central Library is now rendering valuable assistance to research 
workers in universities and research departments of many large industrial concerns. 
Chief among the many valuable donations received was the gi S pe Sees 
United Kingdom Trust of the go vols, so far published of the Catalogue of 
Bibliothéque Nationale. 


for co-operation and mutual assiftance. A second series of Municipal concerts 
were arranged by the Libraries Committee and were attended by ro poten of 
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A Book-Seleétion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Boox-Auction Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly Record 
of London, Edinburgh Glasgow and Dublin Book-Auétions. 
Volume 26, Part 2. 8vo, wrappers, pp. viii., 191-376. London, 
Stevens and Stiles, 1929. 30s. per annum. 

records of sales. Three ge oe talogues, 
useful guide to the trade 

Soviet UNIon YEAR-Book, 1 1929. Compiled and Edited by A. A. 
Santalov and Louis Segal. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 624. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

This year-book was first issued in 1925 and has been considerably ates 


rica on in subsequent annual issues. It contains practically all av 
the economic and political life and problems of the country with which 


ell (Ferdinand) Gaius the Greek. A Picture of the Struggles 
and Development of Earliest Christendom. Translated by Mary 
Fries Blair. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 350. London, 
Religious Traé& Society, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

PAGE (Dudley Stuart) The Law of the Amateur Stage. A Handbook 

of the Law relating to the Entertainments Duty, the Licensing 
of Theatres and Stage Plays, the Law of Copyright, Sunday 
Performances, the Employment of Children in Theatres, Insur- 
ances and Matters relating generally to the Law as it affects the 
Amateur Stage. Cr. 8vo, A th, pp. vii., 120. London, Pitman, 
1929. net. 

Much useful information has been gathered together in this book. Chapters _ 
deal with the licensing of theatres, stage plays, etc., and other matters of interest 
to producers and managers. 

Srocker (R. Dimsdale) The Imprisoned Splendour. Aspects and 
Applications of the New Psychology. Introduétion by Briggs 
Davenport. Sm. 4to, boards, cloth back, pp. 184. Brussels, 
Prather, 1929. 4s. net. 

An exposition of the philosophy of life with a view to securing better health 
and more true happiness. 

Ivey (W. Leslie) How to Choose Your Career. With a preface by 
the Lord Mayor of London (Sir J. E. Kynaston Studd). Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xi., 202. London, Pitman, 1929. 38. 6d. net. 

The author here sets forth a goodly a of appointments and the necessary 

ifications required to ensure success. ‘All faéts facts are marshalled in such a way 

t the seeker after knowledge of almost any profession will have no difficulty 
of obtaining some most u information. 

Ernest (Clayton Holt) and Wuire (Trentwell Mason) Opportunity 
Ahead! Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 188. London, Appleton, 1929. 
6s. net. 

An interesting book on business careers written from an American Standpoint. 
Onstow (Muriel Wheldale) Praétical Plant Biochemistry. 8vo, cloth, 

pte 206. Cambridge University Press, 1929. 12s. 6d. net. 

book for prattical work intended primarily for the Student of Botany. 

This is the third edition of the work that was originally published in 1920 and is 

now brought up to date. 
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New Books 


GAIUS THE GREEK 
By Ferpinanp Brockes. 
Telling the intensely human story 
of one who was in close intimac 
with the Apostles. Te net. 


DOWN THE STREAM 
By Eveanor E. Hewme. 
The author has worked out a new 
and attractive idea in nature study 
by following a stream from its source 
to the sea and noting all the inter- 
esting plant and animal life seen 
en route. net. 


CREATURES OF THE SEA 
By Frank T. Butten, F.R.G.S. 
Full of information about the 
myriad populations of ocean and 


sand, lagoon and islet, ice-flow and 
crag. NEW EDITION. G/-= net. 


Books for Publication in July, 
1929. 
GARIBALDI 
By S. Stuart STarritt. 


An addition to the really fine series 
of R.T.S. Biographies. 2/6 net. 


THE LORD OF MAUFRY 
By C. N. Epmonston and 
A Norma 
36 


DIMPLES 
ay Otive Tompson. 
Another charming book by this 
popular Canadian author that will 
irresistibly appeal to all boys and 
girls. 3/6 net. 


net. 


ALICK’S CORNER 
By Amy Le Fevvre. 
The author has given boys and girls 
a story after their own hearts, and 
in her own inimitable style. 3/6 net. 


PAT JOINS 
THE LAUGHING BAND 
By Turopora Wiison Wison. 
A charming book of small excite- 
ments, surprises and happy times. 
2/6 net. 


JEAN’S GREAT RACE 
By W. M. Newman. 
A school story of life in Form IVs. 
of a girls’ high school. 3/6 net. 


FOR GOD OR EMPEROR? 
By Herman Von KALTENHORN. 
A well written story of the persecu- 
tions in Austria in the days of the 
Emperor Ferdinand. 1/6 net. 


The ReligiousTractSocie 
= 


Most distinctly an 
important item for Librarians 


The Founding of 
Western Civilization 


By Georce C. and 
A. C. Krey. 


Price 16/-net. Fully Illustrated 


“ Is marked by perspicuity and 
vividness. The interest is not 
allowed to flag. The essentials 
are here with a sufficiency of 
details.” — Times Literary Suppt. 


“The volume is a_ notable 
addition to Harper’s Historical 
Series. Some capital illustrations 
are included and there are 18 
maps.”—Notts Guardian. 


“ Really excellent . . . complete 
and well balanced, a worthy addi- 
tion to the library of the student.” 
— Aberdeen Press. 


Among the recent additions to 
THE ADVENTURE LIBRARY, 
now comprising 40 titles, are the 


following :— 


SaHARA SANDS W. H. Miller 
Tue Peritous IsLe O. Roberts 
MIRACLE MINE W. A. Rogers 
Lost CARAVAN W. A. Rogers 
Jm™ SPURLING, 


W. Tolman 
Jm Spuriinc, LEADER 
A. W. Tolman 


Jm SPURLING, TRAWLER 
A. W. Tolman 


EaGLe BaDGE Holman Day 


The strongest bound, and best 
selection of Juvenile Fiction at the 
price. 2s.6d. net per volume. 


Write for Complete List. 


HARPER & BROTHERS 


35 Great Russell Street 
W.C.1 
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Heme (Eleanor E.) Down the Stream. Illustrated by Barbara 
Briggs. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 132. London, Religious Tra& 


Another of R.T. becoming 

every Junior Library. 
PooLe a A.) Leatherwork for Boys and Girls. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
poy poh pp. 64. London, University of London Press, 1929. 


girls how to make useful articles in leather. _ 

Luoyrp (Nathaniel) Building Craftsmanship in Brick and Tile and in 
Stone Slates. Illustrated. 4to, cloth, pp. ix., 100. Cambridge 
University Press, 1929. 15s. net. 

A book of definite interest to the Archite& and the student of Archite@ure. 
It tells for the first time the secrets of good building. The illustrations are taken 
from the work of Sir Edwin Lutyens and many other archite€tural worthies, as 
well as from many of the old builders who are now forgotten. 

Casson (Herbert N.) Up-to-date Salesmanship. The Ridsac Formula 
for Sales Efficiency. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 172. London, Efficiency 
Magazine (1929). §s. net. 

A book written by an acknowledged yO Pee 
to show how Salesmanship can be made gy 
adoption of a simple formula known as the RLDSAC } Method 
Butier (G. M.) Modern Athletics. With a Foreword by P. J. Noel 

Baker. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 152. Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, 1929. 128. 6d. net. 

The author, who was President of the Cambridge University Athletic Club, 
1920-21, has written this book with the object of providing information to school- 
boys who are keen to make the most of their training in athletics. With this aim 
in view he has provided many ation photographs excerpts from slow-motion 
films. believing that more can be taught by the eye than any other means. 
Ricuarps (I. A.) Practical Criticism. A Study of Literary Judgment. 

Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xiii., 376. London, Kegan Paul, 1929. 
12s. 6d. net. 

The author has based his ideas of criticism on a new plan. He endeavours to 

at personal taste in criticism from a purely unbiased point of view, by placing 

0 of and unidentified material so that a j t 

can be formed and the reasons for it analysed without prejudice. 

BLuNDEN (Edmund) Nature in English Literature. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 

pe. 156. London, Hogarth Press, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 

tribute to a number of lesser known Nature writers and a discussion of the 
love and appreciation which the British have always shown towards Nature in all 


her varying moods. 
Mackay (Hugh) Sylvan Solitude. Cr. 8vo, boards, cloth back. 
Edinburgh, Darien Press, 1929. 
f little b 
es, ion — charming poems written by a Edinburgh 


StrwEtt (Sacheverell) The Hundred and One Harlequins. 8Vvo, 
cloth, pp. 128. London, Duckworth, New Readers Library, 


6d. net. 

A of poems written by a member of the famous Sitwell family. 

TowNSHEND (Frank) Earth. Portrait. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 180. 
London, Knopf, 1929. 6s. net. 
Poems on Life with a capital L. 

Bevan (G. L.) Russet and Asp. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 236. London, 
Duckworth, 1929. 


A lleion of Poems that will undoubtedly prove useful acquisition to the 
Poetry Seftion of the Library. . 
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Locock (C. D.) A Seleé&ion from Modern Swedish Poetry. Trans- 
lated in the Original Metres. 8vo, cloth, pp. 162. London, 
Allen and 1929. 6s. net. 

Swedish Poetry transla lish that the reader 
an becoming acquainted with of tee more modern Swedish 


poets. 

Bensusan (S. L.) On the Tramp in Wales. The Record of a Spring- 
time Pilgrimage in search of agricultural knowledge and season- 
able recreation. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiii., 208. 
London, Douglas, 1929. 8s. net. 

A most interesting and enlightening account of the author’s motor car tour 
through Wales. 

LoweE.t (Joan) Child of the Deep. An Autobiographical Narrative. 
Illustrat 8vo, cloth, pp. 262. London, Heinemann, 1929. 
8s. 6d. net. 

A remarkable autobiography of a young girl who spent the greater part of 
her life at sea under varying circumstances. 

Jerroip (Walter and Clare) Five Queer Women. Illustrated. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 356. London, Brentano, 1929. 18s. net. 

Mr. and Mrs. ee have produced a readable interesting —— 
on five lesser known women celebrities. Apbra Behn has, of course, already been 

rs, but the others, namely, Mary de la 

Riviere Manley, Suzanna ‘ ywood ilkington, are 

not so well provided for and readers will welcome these workmanlike treatises. 

Wauitrretp (A. Stanton) Mrs. Gaskell. Her Life and Work. Portrait. 
= 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 258. London, Routledge, 1929. 7s. 6d. 


Bieackuey (Horace) The Hangmen of England. How they hanged 
and whom they hanged. The life story of “ Jack Ketch ” through 
two centuries . . . Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xix., 272. 
London, Chapman and Hall, 1929. 16s. net. 
times and work carried out by fifteen hangmen of 
England uu: 200 famous personages 
Hurst (Sidney C.) The Silent Cities. An Illustrated Guide to the 
War Cemeteries and Memorials to the “ Missing” in France 
and Flanders: 1914-18. With a Preface by Major-General Sir 
Fabian Ware. Illustrated. 4to, cloth, pp. xv., 408. London, 
Methuen, 1929. tos. 6d. net. 
Surely no library in this country will fail to obtain a copy of this wonderful 
of ts pines of cue tastes Go 
supreme sacrifice. 


THE BOOKS YOU WANT 


for Your Public or County Library, Institution, 
ot Club, may be obtained at reasonable prices from 


DAY’S CIRCULATING LIBRARY, Ltd. 
96 MOUNT STREET, LONDON W.1 


Send lists of your requirements , or ‘sonal visit to the Library would give 
a better i J of the wide pooh iterature of all classes offered for sale, 


Telephone: GrosvENOR 2119. 
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FICTION. 


Betioc (Hilaire) The Missing Masterpiece. A Novel. Illustrated 
by G. K. Chesterton. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, Arrow- 
smith, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is marvellous ory of a foruri pnt 
tude by an artist enamoured of a and delighefal 
reading throughout with inimitable 


Boom (Ursula) To-morrow for Apricots. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 

London, Hutchinson, (1929). 7s. 6d. net. 

The author has depiéted the friendship of two men who love the same girl. 
Nikki is good, Peter is a wastrel, but the former sacrifices everything, love, honour, 
happiness, for the sake of his friend. A ¢ Story, over-coloured, tasting too 
Strongly of the East and its ugly santene of tated ond revenge, and closing in a 
Se The title is taken from an Eastern saying which means that 

wh the day may be unhappy on the morrow all may be 


DoyLe — Conan) The Conan Doyle Stories. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
xiii., 1,202. London, Murray, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
of the Ring, of the Camp, of Pirates, of Mystery, of Adventure and of 
famous author's earlier books. A companion volume to the complete Sherlock 
Holmes Short Stories. 


Farjeon (J. Jefferson) Underground. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 246. 
London, Collins, 19 6d. net. 
Mr. Farjeon has a marve faculty for plunging his readers in medias res. 
= insignificant clerk sets off on an unpremeditated journey in rescue of a beautiful 
meets the most absorbing of adventures in which a navvy is also involved. 
Story must be read for the myStery to be enjoyed to the uttermost. 


Farrewu (M. J.) Taking Chances. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 272. London, 
Mathews and Marrot, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
An Irish h b of bout it, and an elopement which 
affects several = Of its Kind th novel. 


Gautp (H. Drummond) Ghost Tales and oy geo Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
184. London, Chambers, 19 
of these Stories and incidents are 
like Celtic mysteries here is a volume which will cause them to shudder and wonder 
if there are not more Strange things ae 
sober, matter-of-fa&t occurrences of every 
GreeEneE (Graham) The Man Within. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 354. London, 
Heinemann, 1929. 7s. 6d. net 
but bile coul ot bey on off of The scene is laid in Sussex 
in smuggling days. 
Hamitton (Patrick) The Midnight Bell. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 302. 
London, Constable, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 


The story of a London of a waiter who Struggles against his 
In the end he cuts loose 


to save his 


Joztson (Annette) The Dancing Girl of Gilead. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 224. London, Heinemann, 1929. 6s. net. 

Into this quiet domestic environment there comes an alien spirit, Deborah Petrovna, 
oe ea of the Whitechapel Road. Passion and traged 
enter into which t the young ond 
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MacGratuH (Harold) Wolves of Chaos. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 
London, Long, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 


A Story of R and Paris. epee a and happy 
Mixer (Warren Hastings) Under the Admiral’s ig Frontis. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 252. London, Appleton, 1929. 5s. net. 


A yarn of navy life filled with ation and thrills. The high-spirited Wally, 


inten a dis beying hi felt that he was breaking loriously and 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Bensow (Lavinia) The Mystic Chain. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 224. London, 
Stockwell, (1929). 6s. net. 

Biever (Willard Grosvenor) Journalism. 8vo, cloth, pP- 46. Read- 
ing with a Purpose No. 49. Chicago, American Library Associa- 
tion, 1929. 2s. 6d. net. 

Hamitton (Walton H.) Economics. 8vo, cloth, pp. 46. Reading 
with a Purpose No. 5. Chicago: American Li rary Association, 
1929. 2s. 6d. net. 

Watton (Robert P.) Causes and Prevention of Deterioration in Book 
Materials. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 40. New York Public Library, 
1929. 

Barnes (A. W.) A Dickens Guide, together with True Stories of the: 


reat novelist. Illustrated. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 44. London, 
Bale, Sons and Danielsson, 1929. 1s. net. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED. 


More Books, THE BULLETIN OF THE Boston Pusiic Lrsrary. Vol. 
IV., No. 4. April, 1929. 

Tue Book BULLETIN OF THE CHICAGO Pusiic Lrsrary. May, 1929; 
June, 1929. 

UNIversiry BULLETIN OF INnForMATION. School of Library 
Service, 1929-30. 29th Series, No. 39. June 29th, 1929. 

Tue Lrsrary Journat. Vol. 54. No. 11, June rst, 1929; No. 12, 
June 15th, 1929. 

QuARTERLY BULLETIN OF THE FREE Pusiic Lrsrary, New Beprorp, 
Mass., April, 1929. 

Tue Lrsrary, Newark, N.J. Vol. 3, No. 3, April, 1929. 

Sr. Pustic Lrsrary New Series, V. 27, 

O. 
Witson Butietin, Vol. 3, No. 21, May, 1929; No. 22, June, 1929. 
Tue Howarp Journat. A Review of Modern Methods for the 


Prevention and Treatment of Crime and Juvenile Delinquency. 
Vol. IT., No. 4, June, 1929. 1s. 
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Impressions of the Annual Meeting of the 
A.A.L. held at Bristol on June 5th, 1929 


By G. P. Jackson and A. V. Srewarp, Leeds Public Libraries. 


We arrived in the city of Bristol at 6.15 p.m., on Tuesday, June 4th, 
and, aéting upon the request of Mr. J. Ross, the Deputy Librarian, 
we made the Central Public Library our first destination. Mr. Ross 
was awaiting our arrival, and after a brief exchange of views on library 
matters he conduéted us through the various departments of the 
library, explaining in detail the planning and accommodation, the 
routine, activities and publicity devices. The Children’s Department 
in the basement evoked the most admiration. It presents all that a 
cnild could desire—a cosy room with a good colleé&ion of books, 
special small-sized furniture, and walls decorated with framed posters 
of the Empire Marketing Board and mounted illustrations. Viewed 
from the outside the Central Public Library is perhaps one of the 
finest examples of municipal archite€ture in the kingdom. The build- 
ing, costing £50,000, was opened in 1906, and although the treatment 
is modern it harmonises in a delightful manner with its surroundings, 
which form a part of bygone Bristol. Mr. Ross then kindly accom- 
panied us to the Toc H Hostel, where he had secured accommodation 
for us. On the way he pointed out several places of architectural 
and literary interest which would otherwise have been passed 
unnoticed. 

On Wednesday, the day of the Annual Meeting, the weather was 
disappointing. Save for a brief period in the morning, rain fell 
incessantly. This did not mar our enjoyment of an excellent pro- 
gramme which was carried through without a hitch, a fa& which 
refle&ts great credit upon Mr. Ross and the officials concerned. Before 
the meeting commenced we took the opportunity of visiting on foot 
the famous Clifton and Durdham Downs. : 

At 11.45 we made our way to the Central Public Library to find 
members from all parts of the country assembling in the Reference 
Department. This department had been closed in order to provide 
an assembly hall and there we were cordially welcomed by the Chair- 
man of the Bristol Public Libraries Committee, Alderman Frank 
Sheppard, C.B.E., M.A. In the course of his speech of welcome Alder- 
man Sheppard said that library work was regarded as a much more 
important work than it was a few ago. In Bristol they had 
tried as far as possible to face up to the problems associated with this 
branch of work. Also they had established a working arrangement 
between the public libraries and the schools. There was a time, 
continued the Chairman, when people thought it a waste of money 
to provide public libraries, but now every thinking man and woman 
felt it was a wise thing to give facilities to people who could not 
afford to buy for themselves the books they required. In response 
to the official welcome, G. P. Jackson (Hon. Secretary of the York- 
shire Division) expressed the appreciation of the members for the 
excellent and rous facilities offered for their Annual Meeting. 
He Stated that he had been impressed with the civic efficiency of the 
city. The Public Libraries in particular were a credit, not only to the 
city but to the whole library movement, and he expressed confidence 
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in the fact that Bristol would maintain her prestige and position in the 
library world. 

Our first excursion took us to the Bristol Cathedral, which is 
situated in the immediate vicinity of the library. The Cathedral, 
originally the church of an abbey founded in 1142 for Augustinian 
Canons, by Robert Fitzhardinge, a Bristol merchant, was built on the 
traditional site of Augustine’s Oak, where St. Augustine conferred 
with the Christians of Bristol. Mention must be made of the Chapter 
House, which is reputed to be one of the most perfect specimens of a 
Romanesque chamber in existence. In Canon T. D. V. Marborough, 
M.A., we had a competent guide, but unfortunately it was impossible 
for everyone to catch all the wealth of information he poured out for 
our benefit. 

Lunch at the Berkeley Cafe constituted the next item on the 

rogramme. The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor of Bristol (Councillor 
W. H. Eyles), who presided, was responsible for this generous repast, 
and on behalf of the City he extended a hearty welcome to the members. 
He said they were always pleased to welcome the many associations, 
societies and conferences that made Bristol their place of meeting. 
He believed the delegates found much to interest them and went away 
with a feeling of satisfaction, knowing they had visited one of the 
historical cities of England. He believed that the A.A.L. was a 
useful association and that the work was very valuable, as was any- 
thing that improved public service. They were public servants, and 
anything which improved their service was to the benefit of the 
community as a whole. The President, Mr. Webb, in responding,’ 
voiced the appreciation and sincere thanks of the members of the 
Association for the liberal hospitality extended. 

St. Mary Redcliffe, described not only by Leland as “ by far the 
fairest of all churches,” but by Queen Elizabeth as “‘ the fairest, the 
goodliest, and most famous parish church in England,” captivated 
the ardent admiration of every member. The present harmonious 
and magnificent stru€ture replaces an earlier church of the 13th century, 
and is mainly due to the munificence of William Canynges the elder, 
and his grandson, William Canynges the younger, two famous mayors 
of Bristol. Among the many objects of interest are the classical 
monument and armour of Admiral Sir Wm. Penn, captor of Jamaica 
and father of the founder of Pennsylvania, and the so-called rib of the 
dun-cow slain by Grey of Warwick, really a whale-bone, said to have 
been presented to the church by Cabot in 1497. The Vicar, Rev. 
E. L. A. Hertslet, M.A., aéted as our guide, and in a delightfully inter- 
esting manner explained the historical, literary and ecclesiastical 
features of the church, the prominent literary feature being the marriage 
of Southey and Coleridge to Edith and Sara Fricker in 1795. 

The motor coaches next conveyed the party to the Bedminster 
Branch Library, which has been recently converted to the open- 
access system. This commodious building, a gift of Sir George A. 
Wills, the Bristol millionaire cigarette manufacturer, provides an 
adult lending library, a children’s room and a newsroom. All - 
ments are bright and airy. The arrangement of the counter and the 
radiating book stacks of the lending library secures complete oversight, 

ts. 


the glass partition extending this oversight to the different 
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We were interested in the method of accessioning on cards which are 
filed in a cabinet in the order of the Dewey classification, thus pr- 
viding the classified catalogue. Our next stop was the North Distri@ 
Branch Library, where the chief interest centred in the Library bindery. 
A Staff comprising three men and nine women are employed in all 
kinds of binding in cloth, buckram and leather. Many examples of 
their work were exhibited and we were able to examine the methods 
and machinery of binding—the sewing press, guillotine, and the tools 
for gold stamping. 

Our next destination was the Clifton Downs. Bristol is singularly 
fortunate in its possession of the Clifton and Durdham Downs, which 
form a limestone plateau some 500 acres in extent and 300 feet above 
the level of the city. The place at which we stopped afforded a most 
see ee view of the renowned gorge of the Avon which is crossed 

y the lofty and graceful Clifton Suspension Bridge. Mr. W.W. Jervis, 
M.Sc., F.R.G.S., with an account of the geology and history of the 
gorge, gave an added interest to the spectacular view. A run along 
the new road, Portway, following the Avon from Bristol to Avon- 
mouth, and back again to the Bristol University, concluded the after- 
noon portion of our programme. 

Arriving at the University we were received by the Vice- 
Chancellor and had tea at his kind invitation. Afterwards the 
members were greatly impressed by the magnificence of the University 
buildings, through which we were conduéted by Mr. Cox, the 
sub-librarian of the University. It was instruétive to note the imposing 
furnishings of the faculty libraries and the arrangement of the 
books by pressmarks. The Annual Meeting was held in the Science 
Theatre, which was generously placed at our disposal. Mr. Webb, 
the retiring president, occupied the chair and the first business was 
the adoption of the Annual Report. Permissible pride was felt in 
the faét that the membership now stands at 1,135, that greatly increased 
use had been made of the Association’s library, and that in no previous 
session had the attendances been so good or the discussions so keen 
at the London and divisional meetings. After the adoption of the 
balance sheet, the result of the ballot for new officers and council was 
declared. Mr. Webb then handed over the reigns of office to Mr. 
Cooper, of Battersea, who was received with acclamation. Mr. 
poe first duty was to call for the declaration of the ballot on 

gamation with the Library Association. Amid a scene of great 
enthusiasm the Hon. Sec. announced that 529 had voted for amalgama- 
tion and 164 against. 

The President commenced his address with a review of the part 
the A.A.L. had played in the development of libraries and the pro- 
fession of librarianship during the 34 years which covered the history 
of the Association. But, he added, we cannot rest content with 
things as they are. He was doubtful if the shelves of the country’s 
public libraries contained either the right quality or quantity of books ; 
if the present stocks were being exploited to their fullest extent; or 
the money available for books used to the greatest advantage. No 
scheme of propaganda could succeed in permanently increasing the 
usefulness of the libraries unless they were able to “ deliver the goods.” 
The reading public immediately responds to improved stocks. Mr. 
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Cooper mentioned the needs for discount on books but hoped that 
it would not entail a reduétion of the book fund by local councils. 
Close co-operation between library systems was another desideratum 
and he welcomed the news of a serious attempt in that direction 
recently inaugurated by a number of libraries in the Eastern Counties. 
Referring especially to the younger members, he said that our work 
in itself is an education and at the same time we are performing a 
worthy service to humanity by disseminating knowledge. Take pride 
in work well done, no matter how trivial, and the reward is the develop- 
ment of character and respe& of our fellow-men. The President 
concluded with a reference to the amalgamation with the Library 
Association which should result in a lofty ideal of one strong, powerful 
and progressive organisation to be held stedfastly before the united 
association. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. J. Ross, Deputy Librarian of Bristol, on 
whom the major portion of the day’s arrangements had devolved, 
was carried with acclamation. A hurried departure was made to 
catch the London train, and, with Mr. Ross, we bade farewell to the 
members at the station. 

On Thursday we made good use of our time before commenci 
the long journey to Leeds. Adting upon the invitation of Mr. R. W. 
Wright, Librarian of Bath, we paid a visit to that venerable old town 
The Municipal Library was our first objective, and a most cordial 
reception was extended by the Librarian, who personally conduéed 
us on a tour of inspection of the library departments and of the Art . 
Gallery, of which Mr. Wright is the Direftor. We were impressed by 
the amount of work carried out in an overcrowded building. The 
Lending Department, with a stock of some 30,000 volumes, records a 
daily average issue of 800 volumes, and approximately 20 per cent. of 
the population numbering 70,000 are borrowers. Given adequate 
accommodation the issues could undoubtedly be increased, for the 
stock appeared to be very representative and exceptionally well 
sele&ted. The apportionment for lending library books is £1,000, 
i2., 35 per cent. of the total expenditure, a surprisingly high figure. 
The Reference Library is likewise overcrowded, chiefly due to many 
extensive and valuable donations. These donations include exhaustive 
colle&tions of Napoleonic material, books on naval science, foreign 
newspapers of the time of the French Revolution, and a complete set 
of the Everyman Library. This latter item was presented by Mr. 
Cedric Chivers, as a memorial to the publisher, Mr. J. M. Dent. The 
library possesses a fine colleétion of local literature, prints and maps. 
We were also conduéted round the work room which is situated in 
the basement. It is interesting to note that the librarian endeavours 
to arrange the work of the library so that each assistant becomes 
familiar with most branches of library administration. 

A rapid survey of the Art Gallery and an examination of the 
methods of accessioning art treasures concluded an instructive visit. 


Under the expert guidance of the Librarian of the lending depart- 
ment we were afforded an excellent opportunity of viewing the 
archite@tural beauties of Bath. We saw the splendid works of those 
famous Bath architeéts of the 18th century, John Wood (a Yorkshire- 
man) and his son, the dignified Georgian residences, the unique 
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bridge of s , the Abbey, and the world famous Roman Baths. 
The interest of our brief tour can be well imagined when one considers 
that among the many famous names associated with Bath are those of 
Sir Walter Scott, Jane Austen, Oliver Goldsmith, Lord Nelson, 
Edmund Burke, and Thomas Gainsborough. 

We are deeply sensible of the advantages ing from our 
attendance at the Annual Meeting of the A.A.L. at Bristol—the 
inspection of new library systems, the discussion of professional 
topics with our colleagues, and a fuller realisation of the enthusiasm 
that unites all library workers. 


Scottish Library Association 
Annual Meeting 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Scottish Library Association was held 
at St. Andrews on 4th—sth June, by invitation of the St. Andrews 
University Court and the University Library Committee, and was 
attended by over 100 members. 

On the evening of June 4th, in the Hall of United College, a 
cordial welcome was extended to the Association by Principal Sir 
James C. Irvine, Vice-Chancellor of the University. The Principal 
recalled that the Association—now in the 21$t year of its existence— 
had last visited St. Andrews in 1912, and said that it would be 
unbecoming of him if he did not, as his distinguished predecessor, 
Sir James Donaldson, had then done, bid them welcome to St. 
Andrews—the oldest home of books in Scotland. He shared with 
them a common fellowship in that they were all lovers of books, 
but, as librarians, they had to be something more—they had to aé& as 
general advisers and counsellors to the reading public. The Principal 
spoke of the work of the Government’s University Grants Com- 
mittee, which had been inquiring into the needs of Universities, and 
of the sympathetic consideration given by it to requests for aid for 
library extension. He feared that the reading habit was in danger 
of being lost in this country and urged that everything possible must 
be done to keep that habit alive. Leéturers and teachers undoubtedly 
had their place in the life of the Student, but it was mainly through 
Study with a book in one’s hand that one could grapple satisfactorily 
with the problems which confronted one. 

Mr. Frank C. Nicholson, M.A., the retiring President, in reply, 
said that the Association had good reason to feel encouraged by its 
progress, for since the last meeting in St. Andrews it had more than 
doubled its membership, which was now upwards of 300. It was 
also a hopeful sign that for the first time in its history it had been 
thought necessary to extend the Annual Meeting to two days. 

The Annual Business Meeting was then held, with the new 
President, Mr. Ernest A. Savage, Principal Librarian, Edinburgh 
Public Libraries, in the chair. 

The Scrutineers reported that in the annual election of four 
Councillors the following members had been successful: Mr. C. A. 
Bradley, Glasgow; Miss H. C. Gray, Fifeshire County Library ; 
Bailie P. McDevitt, Clydebank ; and Mr. A. Strain, Glasgow. 
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The Annual a of the Council for 1928-9 was submitted. It 
was intimated that Council desired to take back for further con- 
sideration a paragraph in their Report which had reference to the 
question of union with the ens Association. This was agreed to, 
and thereafter the Report was adopted. 

The President, on behalf of the Council, moved “‘ That Honorary 
Membership of the Association be conferred on Mr. Frank C. Nichol- 
son, M.A., ex-President,” and the motion was passed with acclamation. 

On a recommendation by the Council, it was agreed to amend the 
Bye-laws so that Past Presidents of the Association become members 
of the Council. 

After the Business Meeting the Association was accorded a 
Civic Reception in the Town Hall. The members were welcomed by 
the Provost (Mr. W. Norman Boase), who was accompanied by a 
number of the ye owe and Councillors. An excellent musical 
—— and hments were kindly provided by the Town 

neil. 

The Association met again in the Hall of United College on the 
morning of June 5th—Mr. E. A. Savage presiding—when Professor 
J. H. Baxter, M.A., B.D., F.S.A.(Scot.), read a scholarly and much- 
appreciated paper on “A Scottish Royal Librarian: Patricius Junius,” 
in which he traced the life of Patrick Young, who was a student at 
St. Andrews and afterwards became Royal Librarian to both James 
VI. and Charles I. 

Mr. G. W. Shirley, Librarian, Dumfries Public Library, read a 


per entitled “‘ The Scottish Public Book Service : a Reconnaissance.” - 
The discussion on Mr. Shirley’s paper tended to centre on the adminis- 
tration of, and Government provision for, the National Library of 
Scotland. 
Ex-Bailie Barlas, Perth, seconded by the Rev. P. R. Landreth, 
Perth, submitted the following motion: “‘ That this Association 
views with om. rg the conditions under which readers and students 


resident beyond the Edinburgh area can obtain books from the 
National Library of Scotland, and instructs the Executive of this 
Association to take immediate ation in order to secure a wider and 
better service.” 

Professor J. H. Baxter, a Trustee of the National Library, deplored 
the introduction of a motion which, he thought, was a dire& attack 
upon a body which had striven faithfully to tackle serious problems 
of administration and, within the limits of its income, to serve the 
public of Scotland. He agreed that the National Library had been 
unfairly treated in the matter of finance and su ed that no remedy 
would be forthcoming until Home Rule had been obtained. He 
repudiated the charge that the National Library was a library for the 
people of Edinburgh. The re ions had been based on those of 
other libraries of the same kind, and were, in faé&t, more generous to 
readers than those of the British Museum. He was opposed to the 
general circulation of books from the National Library, which, he 
thought, should conserve its treasures on the spot, where they would 
always be available. 

Mr. John Minto, M.A., The Signet Library, Edinburgh, moved 
a dire& amendment to the motion and on a vote being taken the 
amendment was carried by a large majority. 
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Owing to pressure of time the President’s address was, at Mr. 
Savage’s suggestion, taken as read. It will be published later, with 
the other papers of the meeting, in the Proceedings of the Association. 

In the afternoon the members were received at the University 
Library by Professor H. W. Turnbull, M.A., F.R.S.E., Chairman of the 
Library Committee, and were conduéted through the recently 
reorganised Library by Mr. G. H. Bushnell, F.R.Hist.S., M.R.A.S., 
University Librarian, and his staff. An extensive exhibition of book 
rarities and MSS., specially arranged for the occasion, was on view. 

After visiting St. Mary’s College, the College Chapel, and Queen 
Mary’s House (which contains the Library of St. Leonard’s School), 
the members were entertained at tea by the University Court and the 
Conference closed. E.H.P. 


The Library Association of Ireland. 


FIRST MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
Tue first meeting of the Council of the Library Association of Ireland 
was held on May 24th in the offices of the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust, 32, Merrion Square, Dublin. Mr. T. E. Gay, Dublin Municipal 
Libraries, presided. 

The Chairman in the course of his address expressed grateful 
thanks on behalf of the Executive Board and the Association to the 
distinguished representative persons who had agreed to serve on that 
Council. Their support it was believed would raise the library 
movement on to a plane that would make it one of the most important, 
because one of the most informative and serviceable, factors in the 
national life. The relation of the library service to the nation was only 
dimly perceived and understood in Ireland. In a reasonably short 
time it would attain, it was hoped, to the status it enjoyed in the United 
States, where it ated as a kind of permeative intelligence in every 

hase of the national being—the child going to school, the artisan in 

is workshop, the farmer in the field, the business man in his market, 
the scholar at his desk, and the ordinary citizen in his home, all alike 
finding it perhaps the chief fator in their various aétivities. To reach 
such a goal they on that Council, as well as those on the Executive 
Board, would, of course, need to get through an immense amount of 
spade work and steadily construdtive effort especially in the formula- 
tion of a library policy suitable to their needs and capable of producing 
the best results. That was the task ahead of them; and, while the 
Council would be relieved of a great part of the drudgery and severer 
work through the labours and more frequent meetings of the Executive 
Board, it was expected that the Council, in its turn, would not only 
improve and round off their work, but through its influence and 
pecetige, ensure the best fruits of their efforts were garnered. 

t. R. Lloyd Praegar, M.R.I.A., was elected President of the 
Association, and Mr. P. J. Hernon, Dublin City Commissioner, and 
Colonel J. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., M.C., M.A., Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust, were ele&ted Vice-Presidents. 

A resolution was adopted expressing approval of the taken 
by the Executive Board to promote the extension of rural library 
schemes in Ireland. A resolution was also adopted urging the setting 
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up of a Governmental Commission of Inquiry to explore the possi- 
bilities of instituting a national library service. 

The attendance included: Mr. J. Barry, Mr. E. Carberry, Mr. 
T. E. Gay and Mr. P. B. Glynn (Secretary), Dublin Municipal Libraries; 
Rev. S. J. Brown, S.J., Central Catholic Library; Mr. M. J. Byrne, 
Listowel ; Col. M. Costello, National Army; Mr. E. R. McC. Dix, 
M.R.LA.; B. Mac Giella Phadraig, M.A., Leinster College of Irish ; 
Mr. J. F. Gray, Royal Dublin Society; Mr. P. J. Hernon; Miss 
C. A. Keegh, Irish Central Library for Students ; Col. J. M. Mitchell, 
O.B.E., M.C., M.A.; Mr. J. J. O'Neill, University ege, Dublin ; 
Miss H. M. Ree, M.A., Laeighis County Libraries ; Miss R. Walsh, 
B.A., Dublin County Libraries; and Mr. R. N. D. Wilson, M.A., 
Sligo County Libraries. 


A library of professional literature, reports, plans, etc., is being 
formed for the use and information of members of the Association. 
Librarians are requessted to co-operate by sending to the Secretary, 
32, Merrion Square, Dublin, material likely to be of —.. 

P. B. GLYNN. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 
Sir, June 1oth, 1929. 
MODIFIED MATRICULATION. 
May I s that one of the first constructive efforts of the 


reorganised and enlarged Library Association be to approach London - 


University again with the request that the advantages of Modified 
Matriculation be extended to Librarians ? 

I first raised this question at the A.A.L. Council meeting of 
Oober, 1921, and the request was forwarded through the Library 
Association to the University. Sir Gregory Foster’s answer was that 
we were at that juncture members of a profession not sufficiently 
organised to merit special consideration. If I remember rightly, 
the Provost was in some doubt as to whether ours could with any 
justice be considered a profession at all. 

I submit that the developments in the public and domestic 
affairs of the Library world during the past eight years remove that 
reproach, and that the University authorities might without loss of 
dignity bring us into line with the dental profession—which has long 
possessed the privilege of Modified Matriculation. 

Yours, etc., 
Public Library, C. M. Jackson. 
Sparkhill, Birmingham. 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 
Sir, June 214, 1929. 
Re RATE ASSESSMENTS OF LIBRARIES, ETC. 
On January 4th our Borough Treasurer informed us that our 


Central and four Branch Libraries, which had not been previously 
assessed for rates, had been included in the new valuation list under 
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the Rating and Valuation A& of 1925, and that we should become 
liable as from April 18t, 1929. The total sum to be paid on our Central 
and four Branches was to a £846. (Our Central Building includes 
the Museum and Art Gallery, in addition to the Library.) 

My Committee at their next meeting decided to appeal against 
this assessment and appointed a sub-committee for that purpose. 
This appeal was heard on April 28th, with the result that the assess- 
ment was reduced to a nominal sum of {50, to cover the five buildings. 

As I have lately had several enquiries from colleagues whose 
institutions have been similarly rated for the first time, I have thought 
that this information might be helpful to others whose Committees 
are considering the question of appeal. 

Yours, etc., 
J. A. Deas, 
Public Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery, Director. 
Sunderland. 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 
Sir, May 1929. 
THE COUNCIL FOR THE PRESERVATION OF RURAL 
ENGLAND EXHIBITION COMMITTEE. 

Dr. Lowe, of the Leicester Museum and Library, su that 

you might be interested to put a note about the enclosed ibitions 
The Library World. 

The Exhibitions have already been to twenty-five towns and we 

have the following nem: 
IBITION A. 

Cheltenham Public Library, May 7th to 27th; Ipswich Library, 

a 4th to 16th ; Usher Art Gallery, Lincoln, June 24th to July 6th ; 
Civic Society, July 15th to 27th; Birmingham Art Gallery, 
August 18 to 318; Sheffield Association for Protection of Local 
Scenery, September 19th to 26th ; Berkhamsted Citizens’ Association, 
O€ober 23rd ; Colne Library, November 23rd to December 7th. 
ExuIsITIon B. 

Stoke-on-Trent Museum, May 21$t to 30th; Sunderland Public 
Library, June roth to July 28th; Astley Hall, Chorley, August 3rd 
to 318; S. Wales Institute of Architeéts, Cardiff, September 14th to 
27th; Northampton Design and Industries Association, Ofober 


3rd to 12th. 
Exuisirion C. 
Kent R.C.C. Fair, Maidstone, June 15th and 19th; Richmond 
Women Citizens’ Association, July 1st to 6th; Derbyshire R.C.C. 
Fair, Chatsworth, July 2zoth; Chester Cathedral Cloisters, August 


to 10th. 
I cannot help feeling that your readers would be interested to 


know that the collections are easily borrowable. 
ng ca A made for the recent Library Conference in Leicester 
to show present. 


42, St. Nicholas Street, H. H. Peacn, 
Leicester. 
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200% INGREASE THE LAST YEARS JUST COMPERTEN | 


OUR SUCCESs HaS BEEN THE ACTION OF LIBRARIANS / 


Palkirk, Scotland. 


‘Book- Auction Recon 


A PRI AND ARTERL 


the Ametion Season aj in December. 
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Library Books Strongly 
Bound with Attraétive 
Covers. 


E can give you well bound books in attractive 
covers at ordinary prices. 

The cheapest binding we do has applied to it— 
according to the quality of the paper of the book— 
one of twelve different methods of sewing specially 
arranged to deal with the varying qualities of modern 
papers. 
The cheapest binding we do can be finished with blind 
tooling or gold decoration according to the wishes of 
the Librarian. 
The cheapest binding we do will prolong the life of 
the book until the paper is too soiled or worn for 
further use. 


Our many years of experience are at your disposal to 
give you suitable attractive bindings at a low cost. 


In the Press:—Supplement to our Lending Library 
Catalogue of 8,000 Fiction and Juvenile Books. Copy 
will be sent free on application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS 


Bookbinders and Booksellers 
PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


FRANK Jucxes Lrp., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
by Grarron & 


Printed 
and Published for the Co., 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.Cr_ 


